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SUBJECT: INVESTIGATION OF EXPLOSION ABOARD AIR CEYLON AIRCRAFT 

REF: COLOMBO 4057 

1 . A POLICE SPECIAL EXPLOSIVES TEAM AND ARMED SERVICES 
TECHNICAL PERSONNEL ARE INVESTIGATING AIR CEYLON AVRO 748 
WRECKAGE.THEY REPORTEDLY FOUND PIECES OF WHAT MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN A TIME BOMB. POLICE CLAIM TIME BOMBS NEVER USED BEFORE 
IN COUNTRY, THAT ITS MECHANISM IS TOO INTRICATE TO HAVE BEEN 
PRODUCED LOCALLY, AND SPECULATE IT MAY HAVE BEEN OF FOREIGN 
ORGIN. 

2. POLICE HAVE DESCRIPTIONS OF TWO YOUTHS WHO ALLEGEDLY 
REMAINED ON ARICRAFT SEVERAL MINUTES AFTER AIRCRAFT LANDED 
FROM JAFFNA AND AFTER FLIGHT ATTENDANTS AND OTHER PASSENGERS HAD 
DEBARKED. THEY WERE REPORTEDLY SITTING IN AREA WHERE BOMB LATER 
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EXPLODED. A TAXI DRIVER REPORTED HAVING BEEN HIRED 
BY A THIRD YOUTH TO GO TO RATMALANA WHERE HE PICK 
UP TWO MORE YOUTHS AND DROPPED THEM IN BUSY AREA ON 
OUTSKIRTS OF COLOMBO. APPARENTLY TAXI DRIVER S DESCRIPTION 
OF YOUTHS TALLIES WITH THAT OF OTHER PASSENGERS ABOARD 
PLANE. 
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3. PILOT OF AIRCRAFT REPORTEDLY TRIED TO USE PLANE S FIRE 
EXTINGUISHER ON INITIALLY SMALL FIRE (ALTHOUGH PRESS 
REPORTS SAY PLANED WAS RIPPED IN TWO BY EXPLOSION) BUT 
EXTINGUISHER WAS INOPERABLE.THE PILOT BELIEVES HE COULD 
HAVE DOUSED FIRE HAD EXTINGUISHER WORKED. 

4. PLANE WAS SCHEDULED TO SHUTTLE TO KATANA YAKE INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT TO PICK UP PASSENGERS FOR MALDIVES.PILOT OF 

ARICRAFT TOLD EMBASSY SECRETARY THAT HE BELIEVES BOMB WAS MEANT 
TO DETONATE WHILE PLANE WAS OVER COLOMBO BUT WENT OFF 
PREMATURELY BECAUSE IT WAS POORLY MADE. 

5. COMMENT: LIBERATION TIGERS WHO CLAIM RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR EXPLOSION MAY HAVE BEEN TRYING FOR A SPECTACULAR 
DEMONSTRATION OF THEIR OPPOSITION TO NEW CONSTITUTION ON 
DAY IT WAS BEING PROMULGATED. HOWEVER, THERE IS ALSO 
SPECULATION THAT EXTREMIST SINHALESE MAY HAVE PLANTED 
BOMB AND ARE ENDEAVORING TO IMPLICATE TAMILS TO INCITE 
PERSECUTION BY GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES. FROM EXTREMISTS' 
STANDPOINT THIS WOULD BE FAVORABLE DEVELOPMENT AS IT COULD 
MOVE TAMIL EXTREMISTS TO MAKE COMMON CAUSE WITH 
SINHALESE RADICALS. NO EVIDENCE AVAILABLE TO 
SUBSTANTIATE ANY OF THESE SPECULATIONS. END COMMENT. 

WRIGGINS 
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